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the Uitlanders as it chooses. . . . And the worst of it is that should the   CHAP.
Bill, through a literal interpretation of its complicated provisions, fail to .
secure the object at which it avowedly aims, no one will be able to pro-
test against the result.1
IX
When he indulged in impulsive optimism the Colonial Secre-
tary might well suppose himself shielded against fears of his
weakness. Shielded by the declarations and implications of
the Birmingham speech; by his repeated words to Miner that
nothing but a sure settlement could be accepted; by his redoubt-
able record through his public career in the particular matter of
seeing any struggle through. At least he had proved for good
that he was not the Boer-eater, lusting for war, of continental
and Radical legend.
Quickly he steadied the shaken ranks of the British in South
Africa by a statement on July 20 in the House of Commons:
They [Her Majesty's Government] observe, however, that the Volks-
raad have still retained a number of conditions which might be so inter-
preted as to preclude those otherwise qualified from acquiring the
franchise and might therefore be used to take away with one hand what
has been given with the other. ... It would also be easy by subsequent
legislation to alter the whole character of the concessions now made,
but Her Majesty's Government feel assured that the President, having
accepted the principle for which they have contended, will be prepared
to reconsider any detail of his schemes which can be shewn to be a
possible hindrance to the full accomplishment of the object in view,
and that he will not allow them to be nullified or reduced in value by
any subsequent alterations of the law or acts of administration.2
It had never entered Chamberlain's head that anything but
a bilateral settlement could be a guarantee. He had never
dreamed that the Boers would expect their new measure to be
taken on trust. Even in the first glow of his belief that peace was
won he had kept his head and guarded himself at all points. We
have seen that when he sent his premature felicitations to
the unhappy Miner, he had made everything dependent upon
1  C.9518, p. 51 (Milner to Cham-    20, 1899), Fourth Series, vol. Ixxiv,
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